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tunes than the sorry state to which the Revolution had
brought us.  At the conclusion of my statements Admiral
Madden answered: " I understand your position."
The following subjects were then discussed :
1.  The reduction of the crews and the number of hands
in the care and maintenance parties.   My proposals
were taken into consideration, but they remained,
as previously related, unheeded.
2.  Responsibility for the seaworthiness of the ships.
This depended on the strength of the care and
maintenance parties;  as this strength was settled
by the English side, the English Government was *
then bound to take over this responsibility.   For
certain reasons I retained the responsibility for their
seaworthiness so as to retain my independence of
the  English Admiral in  my  leadership  of the
Squadron.   It was apparently left to me as it was
before.   Distress signals were to be given me.
3.  Shore leave.   I sought to have the previous written
orders on the subject altered, so that permission
would be granted to the crews for shoregoing.   I
would not agree to a one-sided arrangement of
leave for officers only.   Requests to the Admiralty
were set in motion.   Their decision would be for-
warded to me later.
4.  Commissariat.   I dwelt on the badly provisioned
state of the ships and asked for help as necessary.
Although I had called attention to a promise of
Admiral Beatty that he would not let the German
crews starve, the question still remained unsettled.
A wireless message sent to the C.-in-C, High Seas
Fleet by Admiral Madden without my knowledge,
ordering provisions to be sent, demonstrated the
way in which Admiral Beatty was endeavouring
to guard us from starvation.